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Chairman’s Chat 

The HICA Annual General Meeting was held on 8 
October 2013. The following positions were filled: 

Chairman: John McLean 

Secretary: Marion Schweda 

Treasurer: Judi Gray 

Committee Members: Mike Booth, 
Marguerite Bramble, Graham Chalcraft, 
Sue Mackenzie-Smith, Dagmar Mclean, 
Lorena Moynahan 

The collaboration of our committee with 
community volunteers for the opening of Arcare 
on 19 October was a great success.  The sausage 
sizzle we manned was well patronised as one 
thousand people passed through the premises 
during the day (see Page 4).  This allowed us to 
meet and greet many of the locals and we 
managed to increase our paying membership 
significantly. Thank you to the community for 
welcoming Arcare to Hope Island and thank you to 
Arcare for including HICA on the day. 

I have had a very informative meeting recently 
with Cameron Caldwell, our local councillor. He is 
very supportive of our aims.  We have provided 
him with feedback on some council initiatives we 

would like to see across the Hope Island 
community and we will keep you informed as we 
get further information. 

We have applied for grants to assist with the 
production of newsletters. We also hope to hold 
local information sessions and activities to foster 
closer relationships between our various villages. 
We aim to become a focal point in encouraging 
and coordinating community-based activities, 
including Clean-Up Australia. 

Some of the recent changes within Hope Island 
include the sale of both the Marina and Marina 
Quays Hotel.  We have quickly worked to establish 
healthy relationships with the new owners and 
would like to thank Marina Quays for their 
support. In the same vein I have had meetings with 
various local business heads to position HICA as a 
go-to place to work collaboratively with our 
community.  

The committee held a very successful Christmas 
function with drinks and nibbles at Two Friends in 
Hope Island Shopping Centre.  It was great to see 
so many new faces attending and again we added 
some new members.  We plan on holding regular 
gatherings next year in various locales, so check 
out our draft calendar of events attached. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
committee for their enthusiastic involvement in 
2013. We all hope everyone had a safe and happy 
holiday season and we look forward to catching up 
with you during 2014.   

John McLean 
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As John mentioned, 2013 was a year of developing 

relationships and building our profile. We give 

thanks to our outgoing chair David Brown for his 

time and contribution in the role and welcome 

John to the chair. Thank you also to outgoing 

committee members Miles Bollam and Victoria 

Fenton for their contributions throughout 2013.    

The main developments during 2013 were the: 

South Sickle Avenue bridge (completed). 

Cova expansion (in progress). 

Northpoint (currently selling). 

 

Marina Quays International is now under new 

ownership and HICA extends a warm welcome to 

the new owners. We have been fortunate to have 

a great working relationship with Marina Quays 

International and we look forward to that 

continuing. They have been generous with their 

function space, to allow us to conduct our 

committee meetings at no cost.  This gesture is 

greatly appreciated.   

The bar at Marina Quays International is now open 

for business and the restaurant will be opening 

again soon, so things are looking up.  We will keep 

you posted. 

A new year always brings about ideas of new 

years’ resolutions and surely 2014 will be no 

exception.  If time and work life balance is your 

issue and you are thinking about being better 

organised, there are some great tips and ideas in a 

book called ‘Organized Simplicity: The Clutter-Free 

Approach to Intentional Living’ by Tsh Oxenreider. 

Tsh is American born and based. The following link 

provides further information 

http://tshoxenreider.com/about/ . 

Getting active and healthy is usually another 

common new year’s resolution. Some of us at 

HICA have discovered MeetUps. This website is 

fantastic for those of you wanting to get out and 

about and meet new people whilst doing activities 

that you enjoy. And there are some local Hope 

Island groups already started. Check out 

http://australia.meetup.com/cities/au/gold_coast/ 

The year hasn’t started out to good for our farmers 

as they are still battling a major drought here in 

Queensland. So spare a thought for them 

especially as 2014 is the International Year of 

Family Farming (see http://www.fao.org/family-

farming-2014/en/.)  As we write this we hope 
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Cyclone Dylan spares the coast and provides good 

rain for the west. We all rely on hard work and 

dedication of farmers to provide us with our 

wonderful array of fresh fruit and vegetables and 

meat produce.   

Another new year’s resolution: maybe start a small 

vege patch or herb garden.  Any green thumb tips 

would be most appreciated for us brown thumbs!!   

In 2014, HICA hopes to compile a local business 

directory for the island.  Local Hope Island 

businesses wishing to include their details in the 

directory are invited to send us an email with your 

business contact details (name, phone, address & 

email address) and state that you would like to be 

included in the HICA Business Directory. 

We are also looking at compiling a small report 

about Hope Island and its different precincts, and 

hope to feature a different area each newsletter 

so that we may all have a better understanding of 

this beautiful place Hope Island, that we call home. 

We have compiled a Calendar for February/March 

(see Page 6) to have a look and see what is 

happening. The Calendar is designed to provide 

key HICA events and links to other interesting 

things to be involved in. Click on an event name on 

the calendar to link to the website.  

Our main event coming up is Clean Up Australia 

Day on Sunday 2 March.  We have two registered 

sites for Hope Island – Sickle Avenue road verges 

and the Waterways around Hope Island. Please 

join us by registering your details on the website: 

http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/. We love 

volunteers to help us with events, so please email 

us if you have the time to spare.   

 

 

 

More events across the Gold Coast can be found 

at: http://www.eventsgoldcoast.com.au/. 

Any members wishing to provide information for 

our newsletters are most welcome to send us an 

email to hopeislander@gmail.com.au, especially 

any happy snaps of Hope Island you would like to 

share (see Page 5).  Our next newsletter will be in 

March. 

From all the team at HICA, we would like to thank 

our Hope Island community for their support and 

especially thank our members and volunteers for a 

job well done in 2013. We look forward to 

connecting with you all again during 2014. 

Best wishes and stay safe and healthy, 

HICA Committee 
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A Family Farming Tale! 

A lonely old man lived alone.  He wanted to plant his 

annual tomato garden, but it was very difficult work as 

the ground was so hard.  His only son, Vincent, who used 

to help him, was in remand on multiple murder charges. 

The old man wrote a letter to his son and described his 

predicament: 

 

Dear Vinnie,  

I am feeling pretty sad, because it looks like I won't be 

able to plant my tomato garden this year. I'm just 

getting too old to be digging up a garden plot. I know if 

you were here my troubles would be over.  I know you 

would be happy to dig the plot for me, like in the old 

days. 

Love, Pop 

 

A few days later he received a letter from his son. 

 

Dear Pop, 

Don't dig up that garden. That's where the bodies are buried. 

Love, 

Vinnie 

  

At 4 a.m. the next morning, Police arrived and dug up the entire area without finding any bodies. They 

apologized to the old man and left. 

 

The next day the old man received another letter from his son. 

 

Dear Pop, 

Go ahead and plant the tomatoes now. That's the best I could do under the circumstances.    

 

Love you,  

Vinnie 
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2013 Hope Island Happy Snaps 

By Lorena Moynahan 
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Morning Serenity (5.38am 10 

January). Hot air balloons one 

early summer morn. 

Is Northpoint Hiding a Pot of 

Gold? (6.12am 4 March). The 

rainbow over the Northpoint 

development. 

 

Moonset Over Ilana Aqua (6.28am 23 July). 

The super moon setting over the hinterland. 

 

Summer Snow! (4.18pm 18 

November). A street of hail 

from the big hailstorm of 2013! 
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February 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 

     1 
 

2 
World Wetland 
Day 

3 4 
World Cancer 
Day 

 

5 6 
Volvik RACV 
Ladies Masters 

7 8 

9 
 
 
 

10 11 12 13 14 
Valentine’s 
Day  
 

15 
Australian 
Sandsculpting 
Championships 

16 
 
 
 

17 18 19 20 
World Day of 
Social Justice 

21 22 

23 
 
 
 

24 25 26 27 28 
Quiksilver Pro & 
Roxy Pro 

 

 

March 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 

     1 
Mummy Tree 
Markets 
Sanctuary Cove 

2 
Clean Up 

Australia Day - 
HICA 

3 4 5 6 7 
Bleach Festival 

8 
International 
Women’s Day 

9 
 
 
 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 
Sanctuary Cove 
Ladies Golf 
Classic 

 

17 18 19 20 
International 
Day of 
Happiness 

21 
Harmony Day 

22 
World Water 
Day 

23 
 
 
 

24 25 26 27 28 29 
Earth Hour 
8.30pm 

30 
 
 
 

31      
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